Toft Parish Council
Robert Stone

c/o 26 Pepys Way

Clerk to the Parish Council

Girton
telephone: 0777 5155321

Cambridge 

email: clerk@toft.org.uk                                                                    
 CB3 0PA


Minutes of the 664th meeting of Toft Parish Council at 7pm on Monday 5th September 2011 in The People’s Hall, Toft
Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chair); Cllr Pat Gouldstone, Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten,    Cllr Rebecca Howling, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman.  

Cllrs Fiona Wheldon (Cambs CC); Tumi Hawkins (SCDC); and 11 members of the public.

In attendance:   Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO)   
	No.
	Agenda

	11/122  


	Welcome

Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the meeting.



	11/123
	Apologies, and reasons for absence

None

	11/124
	Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None.



	11/125    
	Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest

·  County Councillor Fiona Whelan reported that the Friends of Comberton Library had been set up.  It cost some £24,000 to run the library each year, and it was hoped to reduce running costs by gaining a rent reduction, and by making use of volunteers particularly from Comberton Village College 6th Form.  Whilst Toft’s appeal on the No 18 bus route had been lost another village had had a successful appeal.   This success together with the lack of an Impact Assessment on the bus cuts may provide grounds for a further appeal on behalf of Toft residents.  A letter from Toft PC would help.

Action:  Clerk

      The CVC 6th Form opened on 6th September. Parking at CVC remained an 
       issue. 

      Cambridgeshire Rights of Way officers were happy to make visits to 

         parishes.

·   District Councillor Tumi Hawkins reported on SCDC’s Open Day on 7th October; 30 mph bin stickers; the Tenants participation group; and the availability of SCDC’s accounts for 2010/11.

· Members of the public were augmented by half a dozen members of the new Toft Lions who attended to alert the Council to their new village football team, and to outline the problems they were having gaining a football pitch, and the high costs of hiring somewhere to play elsewhere.  Councillors welcomed their initiative and promised to consider what support could be provided.

· Other villagers raised issues concerning overgrown trees, and problems with kerbs and driveways.  A complaint was made about a motor cyclist using a bridleway.  A mother commented on the lack of play facilities in Toft’s recreation area and said her 7 and 10 year olds had nothing for their age group, and asked if small ramps, a zip wire, and swings could be made available.  She welcomed the revival of the children’s Christmas party and asked if the village sports day could also be revived.



	11/126


	To confirm minutes of the meetings of 8th & 22nd August 2011

Resolved to approve minutes of 8th & 22nd August.  Confirmed by the signature of the Chairman. 



	11/127   
	Matters arising from previous meetings (not on agenda).

11/56   Missing road sign on Brookside
New sign now installed.

11/112  QE2 Challenge – ownership issue.

Brian Scally to provide letter of intent.

11/113  Finalising the Parish Plan 

Progress is being made.

11/114  Comberton surgery prescriptions

To be progressed.          Action: Clerk
 

	11/128
	Consideration of correspondence 

27/9 Cambs ACRE’s AGM and evening event 5.30 to 8.30 ‘Celebrating Localism one year on’
Clerk to attend.   Action: Clerk
7/10 SCDC Open Day - 9.30 to 4.30

No Toft PC representative to attend.

12/10 SCDC Planning training 5 to 7 – S106 & enforcement

Clerk to attend.  Action: Clerk
Solicitor’s letter relating to transfer of the recreation ground from SCDC to Toft PC.
Discussion recorded at Item 11/130/1

SCDC confirmation of receipt of Jubilee Oak.

The Clerk reported that SCDC had arranged a contractor to plant the oak in November.  This may need postponing pending transfer of the new open space.

Police camera van first visit to Toft.

Two speeding offences were filmed.


	11/129
	Finance



	
	i) To approve Council payments to 5th September 2011 

Cheque
Payment details
 

Detail
£ gross
£net
£vat
1798
Buchan Landscapes and Grounds Maintenance
5th invoice*
Grass cutting of verges, village green & recreation ground in July.
346.80

289.00

57.80

1799
Clerk
Net salary
289.55
289.55

-
1800
HMRC

PAYE – Clerk

72.40
72.40
-
1801
Clerk’s expenses  

Mobile phone  

10.21

8.51

1.70

1802
The Tree Council

(Clerk attending)

East Anglian Tree Forum of 8th October 2011

15.00

15.00

-

1803
Toft People’s Hall

Hire in July & August 2011


30.00

30.00
-
1804

Rebecca Howling

Training - mileage

13.60

13.60

-

1805

JezO’s Magic

Deposit for Children’s Xmas Party

50.00

50.00

-

 

Total
 

 

827.56

768.06

59.5

ii) Latest balance sheet – Current balance at 24/8/11 = £3,497.23.  
iii) To consider sponsorship (& insurance) of the 2012 Celebrations

Cllr Dolman reported that Mike McCarthy was co-ordinating the celebrations on behalf of the village.  Discussions centred on a Council grant for the event – maximum likely to be £500 – and the need for the Council to act as a guarantor to ensure that group organisers did not make a loss.  The Council may also be able to provide global insurance cover to minimise risk to villagers.    

iv) To formalise the footway lights contract with Balfour Beatty.
The contract was signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council.

v) To consider delegation of authority to Clerk for minor works up to £100 subject to advance notification of expenditure to Councillors.
Resolved to approve delegation to the Clerk of up to £100 per month. 

vi) To consider quotations for tree and hedge works on the recreation ground.

PINE TREES – remove deadwood £250.00 plus vat 

HEDGEROW - cut back along right boundary £200 plus vat

               Resolved to approve above quotations for pine trees, and hedgerow.                                      

                                                                                                  Action: Clerk



	11/130


	Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. Action Priorities:
· Safety on roads                                                         

– To consider distribution of 30 mph sign stickers from South Cambridgeshire DC

Resolved to delegate distribution to Cllr Yeadon who said that he would focus on finding households willing to use the signs on their bins in High Street and Comberton Road.

· To consider Cllr Yeadon’s proposed strategy for traffic calming  & speed reduction in Toft.    

Cllr Yeadon referred to the options in his paper.  Areas of concern were the entrances to Toft, and the middle of the village.  He proposed retaining all the measures he had identified to reduce the speed of traffic, and to consult on priorities to control the speed of vehicles within Toft.  He would seek the views of villagers in The Calendar. In the short term repainting road signs and erecting countdown 30 mph signs similar to those in Hardwick seemed the most cost effective measure at £2500.

Councillors suggested building up the speed watching camera team in Toft on the basis that the threat of being caught speeding was the most effective deterrent, and felt that the issues should be discussed more widely at a village event.

· Support for the Youth  
– To consider the proposed strategy for the recreation ground, and recommendations for new play equipment 

Cllr Gouldstone introduced the paper that she had jointly prepared with Cllr Howling.  Councillors initially focused on possible financial support for the new football team – Toft Lions.  Disquiet was also expressed about the recreation ground goal posts being set up on adjacent land without consultation; the level of proposed expenditure; and the lack of consultation about the needs of the age group between primary school age children, and the footballers who were 15+ years.

The Clerk recommended an initial outlay of £5000 to supplement existing play equipment, allocating S106 monies to fund another piece of play equipment, and seeking grant funding for the later phases described in the paper.  

It was agreed that the next step was to seek local views at the consultation event being arranged by Cllr Gouldstone on 2nd October 2011.

Action:  Clerk to liaise with Toft Lions on their costs, and proposed level of support.                                                                                                                                       

·  To consider the terms of the transfer of the recreation ground from SCDC to Toft PC.

Councillors reviewed the legal advice it had received, and resolved  that Toft PC’s address should be recorded by the Land Registry as the People’s Hall.    Also to advise that the south and west boundaries marked with a "T" on the plan were believed to be owned by Firs Farm.   
Actions:  Cllr Betson to discuss with the Management Committee; and the Clerk to liaise with the Council’s solicitor.  

 Issues raised by the Council’s solicitor were discussed and resolved, as follows:

Land Registration address for Toft PC.
Toft People’s Hall (to be cleared with Management Committee)

Restrictive covenants
Approved.

Fencing covenants
To be queried – appear to specify wrong boundaries.

Accuracy of plan
Query line across the site.  Clerk 
Query concerning past lease
No comment.

·   To consider the plans, and budget for the Children’s Party of 11th December 2011

              Cllr Howling said she had booked a child entertainer, JezO, for the 

              party at the People’s Hall at a cost of £170 plus cost of the hall.  A more 

              detailed budget including food and prizes would be submitted to the 

              Council for approval nearer the event.     Action:  Cllr Howling                                                                   

· Support for the elderly in the Village                           

 i)    A strategy for Community Transport, including a specified reserve?     

                        Deferred until a later meeting.

ii) Consideration of a replacement seat outside St Andrew’s Church.   

Cllr Gouldstone circulated details of a possible 4 foot teak seat manufactured from sustainable sources, and retailing at £275.  

Resolved to purchase.                                          Action: Clerk                                                                                                                                          
2(a).   Current business:

i) Community Orchard – Discussion of outline strategy. 

                    Resolved to approve community talk by Carolin Gohler of 
                    Cambridge Past and Present at 6.30pm on 10th October.  Wider 
                    discussion was deferred until after the October meeting.                         

ii) Trustee appointments to village charities – Council may appoint three trustees including the Chairman for four year terms.

Deferred until October meeting.

iii) Consideration of Fireworks Risk Assessment  

                    Approved.  Councillors welcomed the high standard of the risk 

                              assessment.                                         Action: Clerk                                                                                                                                          
iv) To formalise the Parish Path Agreement. 
Agreement signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council.
(b)    To consider any issues arising from: 

· Parish inspection of 3rd September 2011.

Deferred until October’s meeting.

· Visit by South Cambridgeshire DC’s Chief Executive of 5th September 2011.

                         None arose except that it had been a very successful liaison 
                                          meeting.



	11/131
	. Matters raised by Members
Cllr Gouldstone asked for copies of the updated new residents’ welcome pack to be brought to October’s meeting.                                                          

                                                                                            Action: Clerk                                                                                                                                       



The meeting ended at 10.05pm.

Robert Stone, Clerk
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